
 

ON 30 NOVEMBER Scotland celebrated St 
Andrew’s day with a huge strike by council 
workers, civil servants, dinner ladies, 
teachers, hospital workers, carers and service 
workers: nearly everyone in the public sector. 
 In plans which will see hard pressed families 
being forced to work longer, for less, the 
government is raising the retirement age and 
making workers pay in more.  

Continued inside… 

PICKET: Maryhill locals among the workers on strike 
at the Western Infirmary 

AN UNPRECENTED DEAL between 
politicians and developers has been 
exposed by the Burgh Angel. Government 
guidelines say that when private 
developers build new homes, they must 
also build a portion of social homes.  
 
This should have been the case in Maryhill 
Locks, but the Burgh Angel has learned 
that Councillors and Ministers have 
stepped in to ensure that social homes are 
not built. Because the developers are to 
build on areas that used to be social 
homes, they would have been under tight 
legal obligations to deliver new social 
homes. Instead homes intended for needy, 
hardworking families who have been 
waiting for years, will not be built. 
 
Power In Community Organiser Nick 
Durie, who is working to strengthen and 
increase the power of local residents 

groups in the area, commented to the 
Angel that: “This is exactly the sort of 
thing that happens when leaders are not 
held to account. They behave without any 
kind of accountability. We don’t know yet 
if there is something dodgy about this deal, 
but the fact that it has been signed off on – 
apparently in secret – arouses suspicion.” 
 
The Angel asked the Housing Minister 
Keith Brown, and the former Housing 
Minister Alex Neil (who signed off on the 
deal) to comment, but they are yet to 
provide a reply. We also went to the 
Councillor leading on the development (a 
“Tranformational Regeneration Area” or 
“TRA” which the council has a committee 
for) and asked for a comment. Councillor 
Stephen Curran, the Chair of the TRA 
Committee was unfortunately too busy to 
comment.  
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PLANS: the now underway redevelopment of 
Maryhill Locks 


