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Tell us about your campaign, how 

long has it been running? 

“It began in summer 2008 with a 

questionnaire to 540 of the flats 

beside the land asking what they 

wanted for this area. The results 

were sent to the Council but they 

said they weren't interested as they 

had already made up their mind. 

They hadn't asked people what they 

wanted to happen on this land and, 

over two years on, still haven't! Even 

today no planning application has 

been lodged. So we began doing 

what people had said they wanted.” 

Glasgow has seen many community 

fights in recent years:  school 

campaigns, Save Pollok Park,   

Kelvingrove Park bandstand, the 

campaign against development at 

the Botanic Gardens… how aware 

of these struggles were you? How 

much can/have you learned from 

these? 

“There is a trend and it basically 

comes from GCC not consulting 

people on what they really want in 

their areas. Also, the people who 

make the decisions don't live in the 

area. Officials can't live everywhere 

of course but that's why GCC really 

needs to ask the people who's lives 

will be affected. They seem to make 

a decision and then work backwards 

to make it tick all the boxes. So yes, 

we've been aware of these other 

campaigns and have tried to learn 

from them.” 

 

How successful has the campaign 

been received by local people and 

are you gaining growing support? 

“Hugely successful. 960 people have 

signed the online petition so far and 

loads of letters have been written to 

the Council, MPs and MSPs so that 

it's even been mentioned in 

Holyrood twice.  Continued on p2 

Two and half years is a long time to 

The North Kelvin Meadow Campaign are 

currently in a battle against council planners 

and greedy developers to preserve a vital 

green space for the good of the whole 

community. The Burgh Angel caught up with 

them to find out how the campaign is going… 



 
 
  

On November 18th GHA informed South 
Maryhill residents that 84% of a 47% turnout 
had voted in favour of transferring their housing 
stock to Queens Cross Housing Assocation. This 
should surprise no one. Since Queens Cross 
Housing Association began their public 
consultations on Second Stage Transfer in 2008 
it has become clear that GHA is an unpopular 
landlord, with poor standards of workmanship 
in recent upgrade projects being a persistent 
complaint in public meetings held in the past 
two years. Against this background, QXHA's 
reputation and many promises of improved 
services to residents enjoyed an inevitable 
appeal. 
 
If the ballot turned up any surprises it was the 
size of the turnout - noteworthy in local ballots, 
and of the majority - rare in a referendum.  This 
underlines GHA's unpopularity. QXHA put a lot 
of effort into winning this mandate, with the 
inevitable glossy brochures and public events as 
well as several door-to-door canvases to bring 
out the vote. 
 

The ballot complete, there are some legal 
technicalities which must be completed before 
the SST can be finalised. It is reasonable to 
assume that these will be nothing more than a 
few rubber stamps. South Maryhill residents 
have expressed hopes that, when these are done, 
QXHA will devote as much energy to delivering 
on its promises as it did to making them. 

Continued from page 1… 

Two and half years is a long time but we're very keen to 

carry on and make the case that this Land shouldn't be 

concreted over for flats. It’s always been a community 

asset and that should continue. The campaign seems to 

have struck a cord with a huge part of the population. 

“Building on green space within very built up 

areas just isn't what people want. Growing 

food, sustainability, green education, kids 

playing, a sense of community, recycling and 

so on – these are the things that people are 

keen on.” 

Money is tight so it’s unbelievable that something that 

hasn't cost the taxpayer one penny and has delivered so 

much to the community is up for demolition. We realise 

the land is worth a lot of money, but green space 

doesn't depreciate. Communities need very little 

funding to manage areas like this. We've created 

something that works and the Council just need to back 

Kids for many generations have had the benefit of this 

land and that should continue. “ 

Do you see solidarity with other groups as integral to a 

successful campaign, bearing in mind it is based on 

community relations? 

“We don't want to change the whole system, create 

another body etc. We've got one and its called 

Glasgow City Council. We just want them to listen to 

what people are telling them, its what they are there 

for.” 

 

What plans does the campaign have for the future? 

“Well with New City Vision Ltd, the property developer 

planning on putting in a planning application early next 

year, it’s important we get as many people writing to 

the council planning department opposing their plans. 

We'll let people know via our website when and where 

to write to.” 

 

Is there anything else people should know about your 

campaign?  

“Please visit our website and come down and wander 

through the Meadow.” 

For more info, see: www.northkelvinmeadow.com 

 



 

So far, the changes are mainly to 
Local Housing Allowance, the type 
of housing benefit paid to 
'struggling' people in Private Rented 
houses, to end the £15 maximum 
weekly excess that some tenants 
can receive. The change will affect 
private renters if a Housing Benefit 
claim started after 7th April 2008. 
However if a claim has been in 
place before April 2008 for the 
same property throughout, then 
the new arrangements will not 
apply to you.  
 
Where housing benefit could be 
affected are for those with a spare 
bedroom in a private rented flat if 
the property is deemed to be 
'under occupied', affecting people 
whose carer does not live with 
them but sometimes stays 
overnight. If this affects you, then 
advice can be found from the LHA 
Direct website.  
 
The changes to Housing Benefit are 
only part of a long line of attacks on 
the working class, started by the 
Labour Government, now pushed 
through with gusto by the Con-

Dem government and carried out 
locally by the Labour-led Glasgow 
City Council.  
 
There are currently discussions to 
change Glasgow City Council's 
obligation to house the homeless, 
vulnerably housed and refugees. If 
GCC are no longer obligated to 
house these groups, what option 
do the vulnerable have but to try 
and rent in the private sector? Not 
only that, but even if they did 
manage to get a flat, it would still 
have to be paid for through 
Housing Benefit. Could it be the 
legislation is being changed to make 
it even easier for public taxes to be 
funnelled into the private sector? 
When schools and other public 
services face cuts or closures, GCC 
having stopped building houses a 
long time ago, roads with more 
craters than the moon and another 
long winter of 'not enough grit for 
the roads', is our council tax money 
going straight from our pockets 
into the private landlord's?  
 
If a landlord wants to increase your 
rent to a level more than the 

housing benefit, seek advice 
immediately. If after speaking to 
them, your landlord refuses to 
reduce the rent and it will be 
difficult for you to pay, the Local 
Authority may be able to give a 
Discretionary Housing Payment. 
However, the DWP guide to who 
can be given a Discretionary 
Housing Payment and under what 
circumstances is currently 440 
pages long and we all know how 
easy it is to get money out of the 
DWP!  
 
A longer term solution is for 
people to come together, support 
each other, form tenants 
associations and link with workers’ 
groups to work for decent 
affordable homes as well as decent 
incomes.  
 
This city has the resources and the 
people; bring them together and we 
can stop the greedy depriving the 
rest. 
 
lha-direct.voa.gov.uk 
scottishtenants.org.uk 

agahst2003@hotmail.com 

Confused about the changes to 
Housing Benefit? Don’t panic – yet! 
For Maryhill, a source at a housing 
benefit office have said they do not 
expect any changes in Glasgow until 
2012, so there'll be plenty of time to 
get ready for what's going to come.  
 

 
Maryhill Health Walk: meet at the front entrance to 
Maryhill Shopping Centre, Maryhill Road, 28 Oct 2010 - 23 
Dec 2010 
on: Thursdays, 6.15pm. Contact: John (07914 949 358) 
Writers Group: 35 Avenue Park St, Mondays 6-8pm. Creche 
Available, Maryhill Integration Network, (946 9106) 
Glasgow Yoga Institute: Maryhill Community Centre, 
Mondays 6-7pm. Beginners (lizsumneryoga@gmail.com) 
Diamond Destiny Cheerleaders: Maryhill Community 
Centre, Fridays 7-8pm. 11+ Kelly Ann Walker (07783 826 
191) 

Music Project: Dance, Music & Theatre, Maryhill Community 
Centre. Wednesdays, 6-8pm  - Maryhill Integration Network, 
(946 9106) 
IAKSA Kick Boxing: Maryhill Community Centre, Tuesdays 
6-9pm. All ages (946 2887) 
Youth Café: Ruchill Parish Church Mon 6.30-8pm  
Teens. Simon Noble (946 0466)  
Drama: Shakespeare Street YC. Wednesdays, 4-6 pm. 
8 - 14 yrs Stewart Bell (946 3153) 
Football training: Shakespeare Street YC Thurs 7.30-9pm  
14-18 yrs. Stewart Bell (946 3153) 
Sequence Dancing: Maryhill Community Centre, Wed 1.30 
- 3.30pm. 60+ yrs. Janet Retson (946 2887) 
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Glasgow City Council are currently in talks with 
Nordoff-Robbins over whether part of Ruchill Park 
is 'surplus to requirements'  and could be sold so 
that a therapy centre can be built in the public 
space. Robert Booth, head of Land and 
Environmental Services at GCC has the final 
decision but has already declared ”'The centre will 
be an important resource within the community of 
Ruchill and for the city of Glasgow.” Has the 
decision has been made already? 
 
It seems GCC won't be holding a public 
consultation on this any time soon, so if you would 

like to be heard then send your thoughts and 
comments to the Burgh Angel or let Nordoff 
Robbins and GCC know directly at: 

Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland 
Ground Floor 

Maryhill Community Centre 
35 Avenuepark Street 

Glasgow 
G20 8TS 

davidclement@nrscot.org.uk 
or: 

Robert Booth 
Glasgow City Council 

Land and Environmental Services 
231 George Street 

Glasgow 
G1 1RX 

robert.booth@les.glasgow.gov.uk 

 

You can contact the Burgh Angel with your letters, views and local news by writing to: 
The Burgh Angel, 1/2 189b Maryhill Road, Glasgow, G20 7XJ 

Or by sending an email to theburghangel@gmail.com 
 


