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THE Green Gorillaz brought the jungle to 
Maryhill when they held their official launch 
day on the 16th of October at the Maryhill 
Hub, in the Wyndford.  

The family friendly day could be heard all over 
thanks to a local drumming group, who were 
also kind enough to give the kids a chance to 
beat out their own jungle calls. There was also 
a jungle room, complete with jungle foliage, 
where ‘Horatio Wilberforce Kelvindale’ 
recalled his adventures in the wilds of Africa 
and a few other tall tales which sprang to 
mind. The kids and parents all participated in 
adding to the atmosphere by having their faces 
painted to resemble various jungle animals 
although there were a large number of ‘jungle 
butterflies’ amongst the girls! 

All in all, the day was a success from the 
storytelling to the mini cinema and was 
supported by kids, parents and community 
councillors alike and gave the people of 
Wyndford another chance to tell the Green 
Gorillaz of the kinds of projects they want in 
the area through the ideas wall. 

If you have a project in mind which 
encourages intergenerational relationships, 
inspires positive activity within the community 
or increases communication amongst 
residents then get an application form and see 
what you can achieve! 

Call Green Gorillaz on 07845 375002 for an 
application form and guidelines or pick one up 
from the Maryhill Hub. 
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FIRST things first: The ‘Big man 

3’ festival which took place on 

Saturday 18th September at lock 21 

on the Forth and Clyde canal 

featuring various water sports, 

Radio Clyde, face painting, food 

and youth dance groups was 

undeniably a great, free family fun 

day (with the exception of the 

pricey fast food on offer!). 

But is there a hidden agenda here? 

The canal regeneration project (a 

partnership between ISIS Waterside 

Regeneration and Glasgow City 

Council, with support from British 

Waterways Scotland) has used this 

fun day for three years running to 

present to the local community its 

grand scheme for the area. 

Arguably the centrepiece of this 

plan is ‘The Maryhill BigMan’ 

Bridge at the Stockingfield 

Junction of the Forth and Clyde 

Canal – a 105ft steel span 

footbridge which, ironically, at a 

projected cost of around £3.5 

million is roughly around the 

amount saved from closing 25 

primary and nursery schools across 

Glasgow last year (including two in 

the nearby Wyndford which led to 

now-famous campaigns). The 

bridge seems to be acting as a 

‘unique selling point’ to open up 

the area to a raft of new 

developments including, you 

guessed it, private-to-buy waterside 

properties. 

The recent developments pointing 

to this: the new sports centre and 

the re-opening of the Maryhill 

Burgh Halls next year, whilst 

welcome assets to any community, 

seem to be conveniently timed to 

tie in with the overall regeneration 

project - why should an area be 

bereft of amenities for so long 

then gain so much in such a short 

time?  

Every sensible member of society 

wants genuine regeneration; 

decent, affordable housing, 

amenities for families and children 

as well as a clean, safe 

environment to live in. However, 

what could ultimately be 

happening here is a process which 

has occurred in many post-

industrial towns and cities, 

especially around docks and 

canals – that of gentrification: 

Gentrification: a process by 

which middle-class people take up 

residence in a traditionally 

working-class area of a city, 

changing the character of the area 

[from gentrify (to become 

GENTRY)] – Collins English 

Dictionary 

Is the canal area to become an 

extension of Glasgow’s affluent 

West End? An area where 

upwardly mobile professionals can 

snap up a pad offering the 

convenience of both the city centre 

and west end, with the countryside 

only a short drive away, whilst also 

boasting the canal, Kelvin 

walkway, and woodlands of 

Dawsholme Park on its doorstep! 

If this isn’t the case, then what for 

the traditional communities based 

in the area? In such a time of 

austere, bleak economics and 

welfare cutbacks, who can afford 

such a vision? Yet more and 

increased borrowing is the only 

culture sold to us. Taking into 

consideration the high numbers of 

unemployment in the area and the 

fact that the last thirty years has 

seen wages steadily falling in 

comparison to the cost of living, 

being sold lifestyles we can ill-

afford is hardly the most 

responsible way forward for city 

planning. Now we at the Burgh 

Angel are no economic experts, but 

wasn’t the origin of the recent 

economic collapse based around 

housing and excessive borrowing in 

a climate of relentless consumerism 

and growth? 

Time will tell if this particular 

brand of ‘regeneration’ will benefit 

the local people or the pockets of 

businesses and one more thing; 

when putting on a family event, 

how about a free event which isn’t 

trying to sell a long term vision or 

plan (see ASAP article on page 3)? 

You know, fun for fun’s sake? 

What a novel idea.... 



 

The community turned out in force to 
remember Declan 
 

SATURDAY 18th September saw Maryhill 
Park tennis courts filled with over 50 local 
people for a tennis competition to 
commemorate Summerston lad Declan 
Shanley, the 13 year-old who tragically 
drowned in June after heroically jumping 
into the river Kelvin to save a friend. 

The event was held by After School activities 
Programme (ASAP) who have put on various 
free sporting activities in the area in recent 
years and Declan himself had previously 
been involved in tennis sessions with the 
group in 2009. 

ASAP’s Stepehen Koeplingger hopes to make 
this an annual event. 

‘Over 50 people showed up and people came 
from as far away as Barrhead. The winner 
won a £100 tennis racket and there were 
rewards for the runners up.’ 

We think this was a fitting tribute to a local 
hero. 

 

Tennis event held 
in remembrance to 
local boy 

CAMPAIGNERS at the G20 initiative known as 
North Kelvin Meadow are digging in for the long haul, 
the Burgh Angel can reveal.  

Glasgow City Council are resolutely following a course 
of urban development with their plan to sell the land, a 
former school playing field, for £10 million to New City 
Vision Ltd, who intend on building around 115 private 
flats. At a recent North Kelvin Community Council 
meeting on 20th October, planning consultant Nick 
Wright, hired by the developers, presented a number of 
potential plans for the area, which may include an 
amount of ‘green space’ as a centre piece of the 
development – a token nod to compromise. But as 
compromises go, this is huge!  

For the campaigners this is a downright slap in the face 
as they see the retention of the Meadow in its current 
form as vital to the idea of promoting green space in 
urban areas, especially when large cities such as 
Glasgow can often be mistaken for giant ongoing 
building sites! Not to mention the benefits brought to a 
local population of growing organic fruit and vegetables 
at a time when many are priced out of a healthy eating 
lifestyle. It would seem that some community council 
members perhaps lack this sense of civic vision and 
responsibility so the folk behind the campaign invited 
everyone to come and get involved as part of their 
autumn bulb planting, and to inspect the great work 
done so far. 

North Kelvin Meadow campaigners meet every 2nd 
and 4th Sundays from 2pm, rain or shine: 
northkelvinmeadow.com 



 

Burgh Angel hosts 
public meeting on 
housing 
THE EVENING of Thursday 21st 
October saw Woodside Halls play host 
to a public meeting on the Second 
Stage Transfer ballot of local South 
Maryhill tenants by Queens Cross 
Housing Association (QXHA). The 
meeting was organised by the Burgh 
Angel to bring the public face-to-face 
with key players in QXHA as part of a 
question and answer session designed 
to go beyond the glossy literature 
currently doing the rounds, 
encouraging tenants to ‘vote yes’ to 
transfer from the current landlord 
GHA and instead, directly engage local 
people with their potential new 
landlord. There was a reasonable 
turnout and it was felt to be a 
worthwhile exercise – QXHA certainly 
took it seriously enough, sending 4 of 
their staff to answer questions and sell 
their vision of local housing! 

The Second Stage Transfer Ballot 
of 1057 properties in North 
Woodside/St George’s Cross; 
Garscube Rd/Maryhill Rd and 
North Kelvinside areas takes 
place for 3 weeks from 25th 
October 2010. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
The Burgh Angel can be contacted as follows. If 
you are letting us know your views, or some news 
you think we should report, please let us know 
whether or not we can publish your name. 

The Burgh Angel, 1/2 189b Maryhill Road, 
Glasgow, G20 7XJ 

theburghangel@gmail.com 

www.burghangel.org.uk 
 

The Burgh Angel is run by local volunteers. We 
have no affiliation to the government, council or 
political parties. We will print what we believe to 
be the truth and are not afraid to offend if the 
truth needs to be told. We welcome any 
comments or ideas you might have. 
 

Here’s a selection of classes, events and groups happening 
in the Maryhill area: 

 

Oasis Womens Group, Maryhill Intergration Network, 35 
Avenue Park St  

Thursday 1-3pm, Creche Available  

Tel: 946 9106  

-- 

Women & Children’s Group, North West Women's Centre, 
17 Shawpark Street  

Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm  
Tel: Gail McKenna, 576 1400 

--  

Maryhill Youth Theatre, Shakespeare Street Youth Centre 

Monday 4-6pm  
Tel: Steve, 946 3153 

 

Glasgow Orchestral Society (Adults), Community Central Hall 

Monday 7.30-10pm  
Tel: 331 7676 

 

Adult Literacy, Maryhill Library  
Tuesday 5-7pm, Thursday 1-3pm  
Tel: Tricia Fossett, 276 0920  

ESOL Classes for men and women - Level 1, Maryhill 
Intergration Network,  
Maryhill Community Centre  
Tuesday 10am-12noon  
Tel: 946 9106  

Campbell Highland Dance, Cleveden Secondary School  
Thursday 7-9pm  
Tel: 582 0060  

Tai Chi (Children & Adults), Community Central Hall, 
Thursday 7.30-9.30pm  
Tel: Stephen Douglas, 579 4078  

Maryhill & Canal Strollers, White House Car Park  
Fortnightly - Wednesday 1pm  
Tel: Steve, 07795 345 434  

Men's Club (Bowls), Maryhill Parish Church  
Tuesday 1pm  
Tel: John Gardiner, 946 1767  

Although don’t forget to check your local libraries and sports 
centres for classes and events too! 
 


