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What are you 
guys going to 
tell tenants 
about the 

rent review? 

Umm….. 

Ssshhh! 

Martin Armstrong of GHA Paul Rydquist of Queens 
Cross Housing Association 

IF THE PROPOSED 
second stage transfer 
of social housing from 
GHA to Queens Cross 
Housing Association 
(QXHA) proceeds, it 
could cost tenants 
hundreds of pounds a 
year in extra rent. 

Despite a deluge of glossy 
leaflets flowing through 
the doors of South 
Maryhill urging tenants to 
vote in favour of the 
proposed transfers, the 
hundreds of pages and 
thousands of words 
dedicated to informing us 
of the facts and figures 
surrounding the ballot 
have omitted this crucial 
piece of information. 

Last December, the GHA 
issued tenants with a 
proposal that would have 
seen rents for a one-
bedroom flat in South 
Maryhill being reduced. 
The current rate for such 
properties on St George 
Road and Braid Square for 

instance is £58.87 per 
week; the review wanted 
to reduce this to £51.58. 
The GHA claim the 
review was part of a 
process aimed at 
bringing rents of similar 
types of accommodation 
across the city into line 
with each other. 

“Both GHA and 
QXHA have 
confirmed that 
any decision to 
lower rent in 
GHA housing 
will not transfer 
to QXHA” 

The proposal if carried 
through would have 
meant a saving of over 
£370 a year for tenants 
currently housed in one-
bedroom flats in the 
Braid Square area. After 
receiving feedback from 
tenants across the city, 
the GHA board decided 

to reject the overall 
proposals. 

A source in the GHA 
has confirmed however 
that the question of the 
rent review is being 
revisited and there is a 
possibility of a reduction 
in rent as previously 
proposed. The source 
said they are expecting 
the ongoing review to 
place proposals before 
the GHA board towards 
the end of the year. 

What happens to the 
rent if the ballot votes 
yes for QXHA? 

The only guarantee that 
QXHA has made in 
regards to rent in the 
leaflets issued so far is 
that they will limit rises 
to 1% above inflation. 
Both GHA and QXHA 
have confirmed that any 
review that decides to 
lower rents in GHA 
housing will not be 
binding if the ballot votes 

to transfer to QXHA. 
The ballot for the second 
stage transfer opens on 
25th of October and will 
last for 3 weeks. If the 
ballot votes yes for 
QXHA then the transfer 
will proceed in March 
2011. • 

 

What will the council 
scrapping kids’ free fruit 
mean for Maryhill? 



 

THERE WILL BE NO 
bananas, oranges, apples, 
pears or any other kind of 
fruit for primary schools 
throughout Glasgow, as was 
recently announced by 
Glasgow City Council 
(GCC). 

The new head of GCC, Gordon 
Matheson, who previously 
served as Chair of the Education 
Board, has told several sources 
that by cutting fresh fruit to 
primary schools throughout 
Glasgow, GCC will save £1.8 
million per year. However, in 
light of the fact that he has also 
approached the Scottish 
Parliament with the proposal of 
having the option to raise 
council tax and announcing 
senior executives will each 
receive £125,000 redundancy 
pay-offs plus pension payments, 
totalling £13m, the Burgh Angel 
is asking ‘why is he punishing 
the children to pay off 
executives and burdening 
the tax payer further by 
forcing them to pay more 
when services are sub-
standard or due to be cut?’ 

Once again, it would seem the 
poor and vulnerable are being 
forced to pay for what is a 

banker’s/financial 
sector crisis 

which had 
nothing to 

do with the ordinary people. 

What does this mean 
for Maryhill? 

For the Maryhill community, this 
is the latest in a series of blows 
from GCC. The closure of both 
Wyndford Primary and 
St.Gregory’s Primary is still very 
fresh in the minds of locals and 
the re-opening of St.Gregory’s 
as a family centre is not living up 
to expectations. During the 
consultation process, GCC said 
the school closures would 
ensure the children’s standards 
of education would not fall as 
well as reassuring parents that 
this would have minimal impact 
on their children’s lives.  

However, as soon as the schools 
were closed, GCC went back on 

several promises including free 
transport for children to 

their new schools, forcing 
some parents to pay 

over £100 a 
week to take 

their children to school or 
walking them along busy roads, 
some with pavements so narrow 
that they have to walk in single 
file and prams can only be 
pushed along them with 
difficulty. As well as this, some 
children have reported back to 
parents of larger class sizes and 
incidents of bullying from the 
students of the school who 
received them. 

Now, with the next cut to affect 
their well-being looming, it’s not 
been un-noticed that GCC are 
no longer using the phrase ‘it’ll 
be better for the children’s 
education and well-being’ but 
instead now insist ‘we all have to 
share the burden of this financial 
crisis together’. 

If ‘together’ means hitting the 
poorest and least able to defend 
themselves the hardest, then 
yeah, we are all in this together. 

Continued on next page… 
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A Wyndford resident pictures Gordon Matheson’s decision to rob 

our city’s kids of free fruit 



Continued from p2… 

The Burgh Angel is also 
asking another question: 
‘Why is the Labour council 
of Glasgow following the 
Con-Dem coalition’s 
agenda of cuts?’ 

When every commentator, analyst 
and guy in the pub can see that the 
only way to boost the economy is to 
make sure that people have money 
to spend, this means only two things, 
investment and jobs. However, we 
need GCC to invest in the right 
areas. For instance, ‘£3bn could be 
saved in user fees and interest charges 
every year if PFI (Private Finance 
Initiatives) schemes were replaced with 
conventional public procurement’. 

This means, if GCC stopped 
outsourcing services such as 
swimming pools, libraries and 
museums to businesses like Glasgow 
Life (formerly Culture & Sport) and 
home care services to Cordia, the 
money could instead be re-invested 
in directly employing staff to run 
these services under GCC 
management, and be able to afford 
more staff. GCC have also spent 
£95,000 on the Commonwealth 
Games logo which, if it had been 
designed ‘in house’ would have 
meant a fraction of the cost and the 
money reinvested elsewhere. 

Labour GCC is free to set its own 
budget and does not have to follow 
the Con-Dem’s example of ‘doom 
and gloom cuts’ being set from 
Westminster. And who knows best 
how Glasgow could be improved 
than the people who live and work in 
Glasgow? 

Therefore, if you have some 
suggestions on where Gordon 
Matheson should invest our tax 
money, let him know on 0141 
2874100 or gordon.matheson 
@councillors.glasgow.gov.uk • 

RUCHILL PARK has been an open space free to all for over 
100 years, since 1891. But now a London based charity are in 
talks with GCC over whether part of the park could be made 
available for them to build a new centre.  

The private charity looked at various other sites, and is already 
resident within the Maryhill Community Centre on Avenuepark 
Street, but decided the park was where they wanted their new 
centre to be built. Considering Maryhill already has large areas of 
empty and disused sites which could be refurbished, the Burgh 
Angel will need to dig a little deeper to see why the charity are so 
set on building within the park and suspects it might not just be 
the ‘quiet, peaceful location.’ 

However, the decision of whether this will go ahead or not is really 
down to Robert Booth, Head of Land and Environmental Services, 
who will have to declare the land ‘surplus to requirement’. Local 
councillors, Ruchill Community Council and Friends of Ruchill Park 
have already voiced their concerns over the amount of land which 
has been earmarked to be sold off as well as the aesthetics and 
views from the park changing dramatically if a new building were 
to be built within the grounds. 

GCC has a history of attempting to sell Glasgow’s common good 
land to developers, leaving residents having to pay to use land 
which would previously have been free to them. This latest attempt 
to make a quick buck by pawning off our ‘dear green’ assets to 
private enterprises is a smack in the face for citizen’s historic right 
to their city. Recent threats, including a Go Ape theme park in 
Pollock Park and a night club in the Botanics were both met with 
strong resistance from locals, leading to highly publicised 
campaigns resulting in famous victories. If plans go ahead against 
the wishes of the local community in Ruchill, then we should be 
sure to draw inspiration from these recent examples of community 
action.  

Questions can be sent to Robert Booth at les@glasgow.gov.uk, 
Friends of Ruchill Park at alex.mcneill@glasgow.gov.uk or Ruchill 
Community Council at ruchillcc@googlemail.com • 

 



 

 

WHEN ST MUNGO first came to 
Glasgow he saw....115 new-build 
flats crammed into a tiny field???!!! 
Well it might not have been so true 
back then but Glasgow City 
Council’s (GCC) relentless appetite 
for selling land for private sector 
housing seriously brings into 
question the city’s legendary status 
as a ‘dear green place’ (unless they 
mean ‘dear’ due to the large-scale 
replacement of social housing for 
private!). 

Yes, GGC is intent on smoothing 
the pathway for developer New City 
Vision Ltd’s ‘vision’ of building 
residential accommodation on the 
former site of school playing fields in 
the G20 area – currently the site of 
a beautiful community-run green 
space including allotments and an 
orchard. As previously reported in 
the Burgh Angel campaigners have 
argued the case that this land has no 
history of buildings, was left in a 
shoddy state of disrepair by the 
council (leading to the area 
becoming a known drug-user hang 

out) and has in fact been greatly 
improved by the admirable work of 
local people involved with the North 
Kelvin Meadow campaign! 

Land and Environmental Services 
(LES) representative Rachel Smith, 
also confirmed that under LES 
definitions, a brown sight is one 
which has a history of buildings 
whereas a green site is one used for 
leisure or park lands. 

Therefore, even under their own 
rules and definitions, the Meadows 
should not be sold for development. 
Unfortunately, it seems that despite 
all this and the fact that a poll 
revealed overwhelming support 
from the local community to keep 
the area as a green space at 
absolutely zero cost to the taxpayer, 
GCC is pressing ahead with its plan. 

The Burgh Angel says: if we 
really want to ‘let Glasgow 
flourish’, then lend your support 
and join with those making a 
real difference to our city! 

CAN YOU HELP? 
Statement from the North Kelvin Meadow Campaign: 

“The developer New City Vision Ltd has decided to begin the 
process of putting in a planning application to build 115 flats on 
the North Kelvin Meadow. They will do 12 week pre-
consultation which has just started and then start the formal 
planning application after that. Obviously we'd like to make 
sure as many people as possible have the opportunity to hear 
the plans and submit their views. To do a good job of that we do 
need some extra helpers though! . Can you help? If so just open 
up the link below, click on the sign up form via our website and 
fill in the simple volunteer form: 
http://northkelvinmeadow.com/volunteer-to-help-
the-campaign/  
This is likely to be our last chance to save this land from 
development. We've shown over this last two years what can be 
done at no cost to the taxpayer and on a shoestring budget. The 
North Kelvin Meadow beside Clouston, Sanda and Kelbourne 
Streets (G20) is now used everyday by a great many people of 
all ages. 900+ people have signed the petition asking that flats 
aren't built on this community green space.” 

STAY UPDATED! 
northkelvinmeadow@gmail.com - twitter.com/kelvinmeadow 

facebook.com/northkelvinmeadow 

Burgh Angel Contact Details: 
The Burgh Angel can be contacted as 
follows. If you are letting us know your 
views, or some news you think we 
should report, please let us know 
whether or not we can publish your 
name. 
The Burgh Angel, 1/2 189b Maryhill 

Road, Glasgow, G20 7XJ 
theburghangel@gmail.com 

www.burghangel.org.uk 
 

The Burgh Angel is run by local 
volunteers. We have no affiliation to 
the government, council or political 
parties. We will print what we believe 
to be the truth and are not afraid to 
offend if the truth needs to be told. We 
welcome any comments or ideas you 
might have. 
 


