
BURGH ANGEL 
School�Closures�
Secretly�Planned�
Several�Years�Ago? 
 

Information obtained from 

Glasgow City Council 

through a Freedom of 

Information Request 

shows there may have 

been an intention to close 

Wyndford Primary School 

since at least 2006. 

 

That contradicts official 

explanations for the 

closures. Consultation on 

the closures started 

Janaury 2009 only. 

Parents and staff were 

unaware of any possibility 

of closure until then. 

 

Since 2006, repairs and 

building investment 

costing £274k was spent 

on Parkview Primary, 

versus £28k on the similar 

Wyndford Primary. 

Parkview Primary is to 

receive the ex-Wyndford 

Primary children from 

September 2009. 

 

New windows in 

Parkview are only a 

relatively small part 

(£87k) of that difference. 

 

The information from 

Glasgow City Council in 

full is inside: 

                              

Glasgow City Council's 

decision to close 22 

Primary Schools and 

nurseries came as a shock 

to some.  As a meeting 

gathered in Shakespeare 

Street Halls the Burgh 

Angel observed many 

parents campaigners angry 

and shocked at the injustice 

of the situation.  As it was 

spelt out that a campaign of 

legal action against the 

decisions would need to be 

gotten up for every school, 

and would be unlikely to 

succeed on its own, many 

wanted to know how the 

Council could get away 

with being so aloof. 

 

One thing is certain 

however, that if the City 

Council hoped the 

campaign would die a 

death after the decision, 

that is not going to happen. 

 The Burgh Angel has 

learned that parents 

campaigners are in 

discussions about 

increasing the pressure on 

all of the agencies and 

powers that be to stop 

playing ping pong with 

children's education. 

 

As the dust settles on the 

Council's decision few are 

likely to forget Council 

boss Steven Purcell's 

comments to the press:- 

 

"We began this strategy six 

years ago and have closed 

68 schools and 

are now into the next phase 

[...]  We are convinced we 

are doing the right thing for 

education in Glasgow." 

 

This City Council is 

entrenched and will not 

listen without more 

direct pressure being 

applied. 

 

Ironically days after the 

decision, speculation 

mounted in the Sunday 

Herald over rumours that 

slasher Steve, at Glasgow 

Plc. planned to cut 

another 34 schools. 

 Considering the mounting 

opposition, and the 

statements by many parents 

campaigners that they 

intend to fight on, and 

escalate the campaign, 

many are now questioning 

whether the present 

education plans result more 

from arrogance and hubris 

than they do from 

educational priority. 

 

The Burgh Angel has 

supported this campaign 

because our readers have, 

and we believe in giving 

voice to those who have 

been ignored, and we 

intend to report on the 

campaign as it develops 

and the parents who are not 

giving up in the face of a 

council who need to be 

forced to listen. 

                       

 

 

Schools�F ight�On�

INSIDE: Hamiltonhill 

Action Group; Future of 

Sighthill; Govanhill 

Community Conference; 

Your Letters; SOS… 

Schools�Campaigners�Lobby�Parliament,�May�2009�
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Further� Details� on�
Wyndford/Parkview�
repairs/investment�

At a paltry £28k of repairs 

and investment, Glasgow 

City Council did essentially 

spend no money on repairs 

on Wyndford over that 

period. The Wyndford and 

Parkview buildings are 

similar in size, structure, and 

age so are good baselines for 

comparison of spending 

levels. The differences there 

are between the buildings 

would ordinarily mean 

Wyndford receiving more 

investment and repairs than 

Parkview – Parkview does 

not have a separate gym hall 

like Wyndford does, and 

Parkview building is also 10 

years newer in age, again 

meaning less need for 

repairs and investments. 

The main reason given for 

closing Wyndford Primary 

was that it was too 

dilapidated to be saved. 

Wyndford Primary certainly 

needed repairs and 

investment. It’s windows are 

the original single glazing 

and need replaced with 

double glazing, as was done 

for the Parkview windows 

on 1st November 2007 at a 

cost of £86,537. Wyndford’s 

gym hall has chunks of 

missing wooden floor 

covering, which holes have 

been patched up with gaffer 

tape, but are still dangerous. 

That has prevented use of 

the gym on occasions and 

limits the activities children 

are allowed to do there. The 

walls of Wyndford Primary 

have not been painted for 

many years, with old paint 

crumbling off exposing 

plasterwork. The main lights 

in the dining hall are the 

originals which are just over 

40 years old, are dirty and 

discoloured, and some no 

longer work. Those are the 

most visible defects, most 

likely other work would be 

found necessary or desirable 

were a survey to be carried 

out.  

Hamiltonhill�
Action�Group�

Residents in Hamiltonhill, 

fed up with being fobbed 

off by the GHA, ignored 

by the council, and being 

played ping pong with by 

housing associations, 

agencies, and task forces 

have formed an action 

group to defend their 

community. The group has 

been brought together as 

the bodies governing the 

area's future have dithered. 

  

From the Action Group’s 

Opening Statement:-  

No-one in the area knows 

exactly what is planned for 

us and our homes.  New 

plans and announcements 

are made regularly.  But 

people still have to live with 

streets boarded up by sitex, 

with raw sewage pouring 

out of drains, with the threat 

of arson, the fear of crime, 

and with organised crime 

and violence while 'the next 

phase of regeneration' 

comes and passes, or sees 

more of us chucked out of 

our homes, often against our 

will. 

 

Because we are fed up of 

waiting and being told what 

is to be done to us and our 

community, we have drawn 

up our programme of the 

changes we want to see, and 

we are commencing the first 

stage of our campaign. We 

are seeking interviews with 

the press to put our point of 

view across, and let people 

everywhere know why we 

think things need to change 

in this area, and what we 

are going to do about it.  

 
Hamiltonhill� Action� Group�
Programme:- 

If this is something that 

would interest you then get 

in touch with 

our convener and we can 

arrange interviews:-  
 

3  Address Defect Complete 18 

4 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY FIT ALARM 3/16/06 19 

5 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

ADAPTATIONS 9/4/06 20 

6 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

ADDITIONAL 

ADAPTATIONS 

AS 

AGREED 3/27/07 21 

7 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

RAISE SECURITY 

FENCE HEIGHT 3/26/07 22 

8 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

WINDOW 

REPLACEMENTS 11/1/07 £86,537 

9 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

KITCHEN 

VENTILATION 

UPGRADE 7/24/07 £7,757 

10 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

INSTALL DAMP 

PROOFING 8/13/07 £7,556 

11 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

DDA LIFTS AND 

HANDRAILS 1/28/08 £23,442 

12 

PARKVIEW 

PRIMARY 

DRAINAGE TO 

PITCH 4/21/08 £22,986 

13   TOTAL £273,585 

WYNDFORD 

PRIMARY 

TOILET WALL 

REPAIR 2/27/06 £7,476 

 

WYNDFORD 

PRIMARY 

DECORATION/FL

OOR COVERING 4/3/07 £6,842 

WYNDFORD 

PRIMARY 

 

ELECTRICAL 

TESTING AND 

REPAIR 6/3/08 £5,330 

 

WYNDFORD 

PRIMARY ROOF REPAIR 2/3/09 £8,588 

  TOTAL £28,236 

*�No�to�forcing�people�out�of�
their� homes.� �Yes� to�
investment.�
*� A� dry� warm� home� for� all.�
*� A� safe,� secure� community.�
*� Facilities� for� children� and�
families� must� be� kept� and�
improved.� �
*� Our� homes� and� our�
surroundings� should� be� a�
pleasant� place� to� be.�
*� Our� rents� must� be�
affordable,� for� all� of� us.�
*�This�is�our�community.��We�
demand�respect! 

Hamiltonhill�

       

07526113198  
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Sighthill's�
Pinkston�Drive��
What�the�tenants�want�

(open letter from Pinkston 

Tenants Association) 

In 2006 the original Save 

Our Homes campaign took 

the step of becoming a GHA 

recognised RTO and have 

worked closely with GHA 

Tenant participation officers 

since. Our reps attended 

Monday's RTO Event - 

making links with some of 

the other 48 RTOs.  

 

As you know, despite paying 

relatively high rents, we 

have had no investment 

from GHA - recognised for 

the first time in the rent 

freeze for 2009/2010. The 

buildings have inevitably 

become run down in that 

time, yet the community still 

retains its identity and the 

will to fight to stay together. 

This is testament to the 

strength of our community 

and our belief in it. We have 

become a melting pot of 

cultures, one week recently 

at St Rollox church 21 

different countries were 

represented! An estimated 

50 nationalities live side by 

side in Pinkston Drive - one 

of Scotland's most ethnically 

diverse and social integrated

  communities.  

 

At our last public meeting in 

March Mr Gerry Creanor (a 

leading architect from 

GHA's regeneration team) 

and Mr Mick McCabe GHA 

Director of North East 

Glasgow Local Shared 

Services both acknowledged 

the viability of our flats, 

revealing what we have said 

all along: - that our buildings 

are sound, good for another 

40 years life.  

 

Please do not destroy this 

remarkable street which has 

already had to cope with the 

loss of half it's neighbours in 

Fountainwell, that alone 

could have destroyed many 

communities.  

 

We welcome the BMG 

results which advocate 

retaining 32,35 31,34 and 

3,5 Pinkston Drive which 

with investment of around 

£2million per double block 

£6million would see 3 

blocks reclad, repaired and 

refurbished with new 

kitchens and bathrooms 

within 2-3 years. However 

we would also strongly urge 

GHA to look at complete 

retention of the buildings in 

Pinkston Drive. As it is now 

apparent that the cost of 

renovation and regeneration 

of the buildings already 

there are a fraction of what 

was initially quoted. It 

would now take a total of 

£11.08million to reclad, 

repair and refurbish all 5 

blocks and so bring 1,100 

homes up to standard. Surely 

this would be the best way 

forward for us all? 

 

In making your decision - 

you may well be told by 

other voices arguing in 

favour of demolition, they 

do not represent tenant's 

views. However as PTA 

officers we have never been 

welcomed by the Compass 

LHO Board. Those 

misguided Sighthill 

residents on the Board do 

not have a mandate directly 

from Pinkston tenants. Out 

of 1,000 tenants in Drygate, 

Townhead, Sighthill and 

Glasgow Cross - only 

around 100 are actually 

members of Compass so the 

vast majority aren't aware 

they have no say and cannot 

vote.  

 

It is to our regret that - with 

the exception of the ODS 

Open Day in June 2006 and 

the February 2009 BMG 

related Open Day which we 

co-organised with GHA - 

Compass LHO Board have 

never organised any 

meetings in Sighthill. In 

contrast we have organised 

17 (Seventeen! ) public 

meetings at St Stephen's 

Primary School and have 

always ensured Compass 

LHO and/or GHA has been 

represented at almost every 

one.  

As a result we jointly 

commissioned focus groups 

and an Open Day to discuss 

the BMG Research findings. 

These findings were 

presented, distributed and 

discussed democratically 

and in detail with GHA 

officers and Compass 

Manager Mr Maguire giving 

full replies to tenants' 

questions. 50 Pinkston 

tenants present voted 

unanimously - including 

those previously favouring 

total demolition - for the 

proposal we put to them at 

the public meeting.  

 

We are now one of the most 

active, democratic, vibrant 

and representative RTOs in 

the city. We invite you to 

attend the latest meeting 

[…] to announce and 

explain your decision.   

 

We would hope and pray 

that the right decision is 

made, the decision the 

TENANTS want 

Dear Burgh Angel, I am 

writing to you because here 

in liverpool 4 primary 

schools might be closed 

down next year, this is the 

council plan just exposed in 

the local press… We are 

now in the process of 

finding sufficient info on the 

situation. If we organise 

something in future with 

parents, would you or 

someone else directly 

involved, be able to come 

down to lvpool to meet up 

and speak to parents and 

teachers? thanks for reply! 

��������Letters�Page…�
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Govanhill� Says:�
‘Time�For�A�Rethink!’��

At a Scottish Anti-Poverty 

Movement (SAPM) 

community conference, 

people from considered local 

issues such as the current 

school closures, the state of 

local housing and 

discrimination. Chairing, 

Iain MacInnes, Crosshill and 

Govanhill Community 

Council Secretary opened 

saying: “We need to 

increase understanding of 

the stories behind the 

headlines and the jargon.”  

Dr. Chick Collins of 

University of the West of 

Scotland imparted that the 

banker David Freud, has 

been contracted by the 

government to ‘get Britain’ 

back to work’. Freud 

assumes, that 2m of the 

2.5m people in the UK 

people on disability benefits 

should not be on it, and that 

his target is to get 1 million 

off it within 2 years. Freud’s 

Report has called for large 

sections of the welfare state 

to be privatised. “Under his 

system the market will 

decide who should receive 

benefit and who should go 

out to work.”(The 

Telegraph, 4/2/09) David 

Freud is the banker who 

described banking as a 

“pioneering piratical 

industry where we made up 

the rules”. 

Attending the conference, 

Tommy Morrison, of 

Clydebank Trades Council, 

stated that, in order to fight 

for real jobs with decent 

wages, “the link between the 

trades unions and 

community is key to a 

bottom up  movement.”   

Housing Expert - Dr Sarah 

Glynn, also highlighted the 

economic and social 

arguments for a crash 

programme of public sector 

housing building in 

Scotland, the writing off of 

council housing debts and 

the allocation of adequate 

funds to restore the 

remaining council 

housing stock.   

Representatives of the 

Glasgow School’s 

Campaign  described the 

consequences for 

communities  of the closure 

of Govanhill’s Victoria 

Primary & Nursery school.   

The City Council’s decision 

amounted to a “suicide note 

to themselves”. “There are 

children wandering the 

streets, so to shut a school in 

Govanhill defies logic it is 

likely to give rise to more 

campaigning. We shall not 

forget !” As one contributor 

said, “We need a bit of 

balance to combat the PR 

machine that comes before 

the wrecking ball.”  

Games�Vision�
‘Delusiuonal’�

The 2014 Commonwealth 

Games have been sold to 

Glasgow under the premise 

that there will be no impact 

on council tax to pay for the 

Games. However, what has 

become abundantly clear is 

that the people of Glasgow 

will have to pay for the 

Games in other ways. The 

casual remark made by 

Council leader Steven 

Purcell that the council 

would instead sell surplus 

property and land has 

revealed a wide ranging plan 

which affects the working 

class of Glasgow on many 

different levels. It is already 

widely acknowledged that 

Glasgow will struggle to 

raise the money required to 

pay for the Games through 

property sales alone. This is 

due to the downturn in the 

property market as well as a 

decline in interest for 

regeneration projects in the 

private sector. However, 

taxpayers have already lost 

out as GCC has not been 

selling land at it's full value, 

losing millions of pounds 

worth of public assets. 

Unfortunately, GCC is 

quickly running out of 

'surplus property and land' 

which needs to be 

replenished. Sale-able land 

has been found underneath 

25 primary and nursery 

schools throughout Glasgow 

as well as other public 

buildings and housing 

estates. This has led to 

communities fighting 

against GCC and it's blatant 

agenda of taking away from 

communities so the land can 

be sold to private investors 

and property developers. 

GCC and the developers 

argue that a proportion of 

the properties are given over 

to social housing, therefore 

reinvesting in the 

communities. However, only 

around 20% of the 

properties are given for 

social housing, forcing many 

to rent privately or struggle 

to buy, whereas the number 

of those claiming housing 

benefit continues to rise, 

money which is then being 

handed over to private 

landlords, all while waiting 

lists for social housing 

continue to grow. 

Considering the developers 

already got the land at 

discount prices, the profit to 

be made from those forced 

to rent privately is 

essentially a gift from GCC 

to developers which just 

keeps giving. 

GCC is also trying to 

cushion the blow with 

promises of jobs which will 

revive the city during the 

recession. At times such as 

now, promises of new jobs 

to the figures of 50,000 and 

safeguarding thousands 

more is enough of an 

incentive for the majority 

who are currently searching 

for work to back the Games. 

However, it is difficult to 

find evidence that these 

claims have been fulfilled to 

the same extent in real 

terms. Not only that but 

advisers from the 

Sustainable Development 

Commission (SDC) 

presented a report to First 

Minister Alex Salmond and 

Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown on why their 

economic system is broken 

and the attempts of growth 

and consumerism to get 

Britain out of the recession 

are 'delusional' and 

'pathological'. The report 

shows that growth based on 

consuming goods has failed 

to bring social justice, 

prosperity or happiness. 

When economic growth is to 

the detriment of it's citizens, 

we have the right to demand 

governments and councils to 

re-direct money where it is 

desperately needed such as 

schools for local 

communities and public 

services and not into 

projects full of empty 

promises such as the 

Commonwealth Games.  
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