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lasgow Housing

Association tenant Tam

Brown was evicted from

his home at Cumlodden

Drive, Maryhill on

Wednesday, 11th May

after 32 years of continu-

ous tenancy.

Despite paying over £70,000

rent in that period – enough

to buy his flat many times

over – uncaring GHA bosses

had him booted out of his

home, thrown into the street

with only the clothes he

stood in, and his wee dog by

his side.

A Maryhill resident, Tam

suffered from the GHA's

steadfast refusal to carry out

repairs to his and neigh-

bours' properties.  Vital

maintenance takes takes an

average of three years, if it

takes place at all.

The final straw for Tam

came when the Association

fitted new toilets sourced in

Eastern Europe, which can-

not flush if toilet paper is

used and which are blocked

continuously.  For over

eighteen months Tam has

been forced to use public

facilities or friends' houses.  

Because of this desperate

predicament, he decided to

withhold rent payments and

was consequently evicted,

with GHA officials refusing

his offer to pay arrears.

Community activists who

turned up to offer support to

Tam were utterly appaled at

the conditions encountered.

The Angel is aware that

poverty is spiralling out of

control in Glasgow – last

year Save the Children Fund

reported that under this

Government, 46% of chil-

dren are born into abject

poverty.

We spoke to several neigh-

bours and heard of an

eighty-six year old lady

whose toilet is in a similar

state to Tam's and who is

forced to empty excrement

using her hand wrapped in a

carrier bag.

Walking around the estate

we saw abandoned flats,

burned out properties, win-

dows askew, blocked drains

and desperate lives - a com-

munity in shock at what has

been encouraged to happen

to this once proud neigh-

bourhood.

Deprived areas are under

siege.  The tactic is simple:

houses fall into disrepair, are

demolished and sold to

developers.  This scam

makes millions for everyone

with a finger in the pie.

Bellway Homes is waiting to

pounce, buying up all sur-

rounding land to build yup-

pie flats costing up to £1 mil-

lion, while the residents are

thrown out.

On the day, it took 13 of

Strathclyde's finest – three

GHA officials, two Sheriff's

Officers, two joiners and six

police officers, to consign

one man and his wee dog to

the nearest homeless shelter.

Readers may wish to con-

trast police turnout on this

occasion with responses to

burglary, violent crime or

ridding the area of drug deal-

ers.

G

LONG-TERM TENANT FLUNG OUT
AFTER  GHA REPAIRS  N IGHTMARE

fter a series of

angry public meetings

and months of cam-

paigning, residents in

Whiteinch has won a

major battle in trying to

save their park (Victoria

Park) from being turned

into a carpark for an

enlarged Rugby stadium.

In a letter addressed to

local residents Councillor

McFadden concludes

that, “there should be no

need to provide parking

places on a regular basis

in Victoria Park and plans

to develop the blaes pitch

for parking will be

dropped.” 

Victory for
parks 

campaign. 

Victoria park is regarded
as “one of Glasgow’ s

prettiest parks.”

A

Tam’s toilet was blocked and spilling sewage for six
months.  GHA claimed the problem was that new

pipes they had installed did not allow room for toilet
paper.  Untreated human effluent is known to cause
cholera, diarrhoea and a range of serious illnesses.

Antisocial Behaviour Special Edition

[cont. page 3]



News from Possilpark, Maryhill and WoodsideIssue 3 Page 2

Comment

Point of View

Community Council calls for public
inquiry into canal developments

The canal developments at Spiers Wharf  (right) are to be aimed at young professionals

oodside

Community

Council has stated that it

is now calling for a public

enquiry into canal devel-

opments at Spiers Wharf.

A meeting of the

Community Council heard

last month during a public

debate session that Glasgow

City Council plans to spend

£100 million of public

money developing a series

of tower blocks of flats,

marketed at well-off young

professionals.

After some debate the

Community Council decid-

ed to call for a public

enquiry into the develop-

ment, in light of the fact that

the city council was not

only the authority granting

planning permission but is

also the developer, so there

is an apparent conflict of

interest.

It was pointed out that there

is a wider conflict of inter-

est given that the convener

of the City Council’s

Development and

Regeneration Committee

tasked with looking into the

development, Hanzala

Malik JP, is also

the Councillor for

the area in which

the development

falls.

However some

local residents

fear that, despite

what campaigners

have called “an

obvious conflict

of interest”the Community

Council is unlikely to push

too hard for a public inquiry

because the Chairman, Peter

Wilson and the Treasurer

Jim Findlay are believed to

support the scheme, and are

thought to be associates of

Councillor Malik.

On the neighbouring estates

of Hamiltonhill, residents

would be very glad to see

some of this money spent

on their area.  Here close

doors are left broken for

months, the streets are van-

dalised and closes are left

covered in graffiti and fire

damage. At the same time

the GHA is refusing to

release money to carry out

basic repairs and mainte-

nance and is charging

home-owners bills which

they cannot afford to pay.

If the kind of sums of public

money that are being spent

on developments at the

canal were to be shared out

throughout areas like

Hamiltonhill then the level

of disrepair and neglect that

we see throughout the

Burgh would be a thing of

the past.

What are your views on

the subject?  Let the Burgh

Angel know, and we'll

print it.  See our contact

details on the back page.

[Prices for the flats will start at

£150,000, which one of the project

directors for the scheme, a Mr

Wayland Pope - a man who previ-

ously headed up a company with a

turnover of £90million a year, who

lives in Teddington, a posh part of

London, and enjoys the odd round

of golf - described as “affordable.” ] 

[The neighbouring districts of Hamiltonhill,
the St George's Estate and the Garscube Estate

all suffer from 30% - 50% unemployment] 

W

Masterplans have been drawn up for some
time but local  residents groups say they

don’t  feel  that   they have been l istened to

Glasgow Residents
Conference 

Kick-starts Network
lasgow residents gath-

ered on the 8th of April

to discuss common prob-

lems, mostly related to the

GHA and the effect of

gentrification in their

communities, in order to

forge a new network to help

support each other in strug-

gles in each others commu-

nities and to build unity

amongst communities

across the city.  A number

of residents associations and

community councils were

present.  The Burgh Angel

will keep our readers

informed on these exciting

G



REFUGEES
SPEAK OUT

A new net-
work is
launched in
response to
inhumane
treatment
of immi-
grants and
refugees

aturday 8th April 2006,

Glasgow.   Around 300

asylum seekers and sans

papiers, with a few dozen

Scottish supporters,

marched from the

Scottish Enforcement

Unit of  the Immigration

Service in Govan to a

rally in the city centre. 

At the rally, speakers

from Afghanistan and

Zimbabwe, among other

countries, called for jus-

tice, equality and human

rights; for the right to stay

in Scotland; for the right to

work; for the right to life.

This was the launch of

Unity – the union of asy-

lum seekers and ‘sans

papiers’ in Scotland, and it

is the latest development

in a remarkable fightback

in Scotland against the

government’s immigration

and asylum crackdown. 

In March 2005, a group of

high school pupils kicked

off a campaign that

stopped the deportation of

their schoolmate and got

her and her family released

from prison and back to

their home in Glasgow.

This was the first of the

inspiring campaigns of the

Glasgow Girls, as they

came to be known. Later

that year, their 13 year old

friend Saida Vucaj and her

family were abducted from

their home and impris-

oned.

The Glasgow Girls lifted

the lid on the terror tactics

of the dawn raids: under

cover of darkness, squads

of 15 or more Immigration

Service thugs were smash-

ing down doors and drag-

ging families off to prison. 

The Children’s

Commissioner for

Scotland, Kathleen

Marshall, has described

dawn raids as “completely

inhumane” saying “I think

we’re terrorising wee quiet

families” who have lived

in Glasgow for years. She

called for a public outcry,

and that is exactly what

happened: all over

Glasgow, communities

have organised public

meetings to demand an

end to dawn raids, deten-

tion and deportations.

S

Campaign
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This represents a major

U-turn in council policy

in the area, is one of a

number of recent victo-

ries foe organised com-

munities across Glasgow

fighting the council and

developers.

“A refugee is a per-
son who has a well
founded  fear of per-
secution for reasons
of race, religion,
nationality, member-
ship of a particular
social group, or politi-
cal opinion, and so
cannot live in his/her
own country or any
other country where
s/he has a right to

live.”

From the 1951 United

Nations Convention on

Refugees, to which the

UK is a signatory.

An ‘asylum seeker’ is

someone whose appli-

cation for refugee status

has been received by

the Home Secretary,

and who has not yet

received a final deci-

sion.

‘Sans papiers’ or

‘without papers’, is a

term used to describe a

migrant with no official

papers entitling them to

stay in the country,

including someone who

has been refused asylum

and not left the country.

D e f i n i t i o n s
f r o m  t h e

United Nations



News from Possilpark, Maryhill and WoodsideIssue 3 page 4

AntisocIal

BeHaViour

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n

hat gets dubbed

Anti social behaviour has

a big impact on ordinary

working people’s lives.

It’s one of the biggest issues

in this area, and it’s obvious

that given the public meet-

ing a few weeks ago, where

over two percent of the

local Woodside population

came along, there is a strong

will to want to do some-

thing about it.  Although it

is now pretty clear that the

authorities aren’t taking the

issue seriously.

However the term ‘anti-

social behaviour’ is really

vague.  It’s your neighbour

playing loud music when

you’re trying to get to sleep

to go to work the next day,

but it’s also the local smack

dealer pushing drugs.

Because it’s a really vague

term, where the solutions

are going to be different

given the type of ‘anti-

social behaviour’ we think

we should identify the

issues more clearly.

1. Hard drug

dealing on our

estates: where

are the police?

The laws as they stand

allow the authorities to send

hard drug dealers to jail for

a very long time, 20+ years.

They allow the authorities

to take away a person’s

house if they own it or evict

them if they’re a tenant.  If

there is enough evidence to

W

obtain a conviction for deal-

ing drugs and this isn’t hap-

pening - as in the notorious

case of Edward Lyons in

Milton - then there is some-

thing amiss.

There is absolutely no rea-

son why known drug deal-

ers can’t be arrested and

charged, beyond a lack of

will from the police and the

authorities.  It’s scandalous

that these people are

allowed to engage in these

activities, ruining the lives

of whole families and

killing our young people.

We have to ask questions

about why it is allowed to

continue.  The police and

the council and the GHA

are being incompetent.  This

was made abundantly clear

in the recent public meeting

on the issue when

Superintendent Paul Main

noted “I know the very fam-

ily you're talking about,

some of our officers actual-

ly kicked that door in four

months ago.” This was

before he went onto say that

he couldn't possibly com-

ment on individual circum-

stances when the audience

asked him when then had

the family not been charged

and evicted.

A community

response

If the police and the author-

ities aren’t going to take

action (as in the case of

Edward Lyons - where

Glasgow City Council's

Culture and Leisure

Services continued to fund

projects Lyons was

involved in, even after

local residents had told

them Lyons was involved in

drugs trafficking) then we

have to look at ways to

force them to.  In Milton

local residents formed a

group called 'parents against

drugs' to highlight what was

going on with Edward

Lyons and the Chirnsyde

Community Initiative.  They

gathered evidence, publi-

cized the authorities indif-

ference and have pushed the

Council into launching an

investigation (just complete)

which will hopefully see

drug dealers removed from

the chirnsyde centre.  In

Stranraer where the commu-

nity faced similar problems

recently there was a huge

march to highlight the issue

and the police were embar-

rassed into taking action

when local residents picket-

ed the dealers, and also

picketed the police for their

indifference. There are cre-

ative ways that communities

can deal with these issues if

the authorities won't tackle

them.

2. Anti-social

neighbours: loud

music, the sound of

screaming argu-

ments and physical

violence and drunken

loutish behaviour.

It's all too common in this

area.  We can talk at great

length about 

the root causes of this kind

of thing and, sure, we need

to address them.  However

this is the sort of thing that

makes daily life intolerable

for a huge number of peo-

ple, and the authorities very

often fail to recognise the

kind of impact it has on

people’s lives.  If we think

how much of a difference

living in ‘a good close’ can

make to a person’s quality

of life we recognise this

straight away.  But a large

part of the problem is that as

a community we have

ceased to talk to one anoth-

er.  We are often quite iso-

lated and we 

aren’t able to look after one

G l a s g o w  h a s
o v e r  1 5 , 0 0 0

h e r o i n  a d d i c t s

[Cont. page 5]



another.  So the woman cry-

ing because her man just

beat her up feels as alone as

the elderly lady next door

who’s kept awake at night

because of her sobbing.

We need to

assert 

ourselves

as a community

We need to get to know

each other and support each

other and we need to start

taking ownership over our

community.  If a load of

idiots are terrorizing a group

of tenants then it shouldn’t

just be those tenants’ prob-

lem, it's a problem for the

whole community.  We

should be making it clear as

a community that we don’t

feel that these idiots’ actions

are appropriate.  And if they

persist we should be forcing

the authorities to evict them,

and also to ensure that they

aren't just moved on to

another neighbourhood to

start drug dealing there too.

3. Youth crime:

graffiti, underage

drinking, fighting,

vandalism and petty

crime

Overpolicing

These problems are rife in

working class areas.  It’s

very easy to lay the blame

on the kids, and ask for

increased policing and cur-

few for youths.  However it

simply doesn’t work.  It’s

very difficult to insist that

an eleven year old take 

responsibility, or to frighten

them with further policing.

They tend to treat things as

a game, because they are

just kids, and kids every-

where push boundaries.

Currently many of the

youths in this area now

boast of having been lifted.

Further policing here, while

it sounds easy, will simply

not work.  It’s an individu-

alistic solution to a collec-

tive problem, which is that

our young people are bored.  

We need to

engage them in

something 

useful before

the ir boredom

finds an outlet

in youth crime.

Lack Of

Facilities

There is very little for them

to do and adults don’t tend

to listen or take an active

interest in what our youth

are saying.  Lots of kids

come down the Chalkboard

and spend a great deal of

their time there.  What they

say to us is that they want

somewhere to hang about,

play games and socialise.

Somewhere where there is

paid workers to take them

off the streets at night.  At

present the only youth club

in the area has its funding

up for review, and currently

territorial issues mean that

kids from the St Georges

Cross area (where most of

the current youth crime has

been happening!) avoid

going there.

Investing In

Our kids

If we invested in our young

people instead of trying to

blame them for their bore-

dom then we might see a

turnaround.  Certainly stud-

ies have shown that facili-

ties like youth centres and

so on, where the kids have

been involved in setting

them up (which is essential -

a group of adults can’t

decide from on high what it

is that kids are going to like

doing!), can reduce youth

crime by as much as 95% in

some cases.  Currently both

the housing and the council

have money coming out of

their eyeballs here.  So

much so that GHA locally

underspent its budget by

52% (over 

£900,000), and the council is

gleefully spending £100 mil-

lion of our taxes on building

£150,000 flats at the canal.

If we don't invest in our

kids, and give them some-

thing to do at 

night, what are they expect-

ed to do?  Is it any wonder

that there has been a growth

in youth crime in this area?

4. Violent Crime,

break-ins,

assaults, sex

attacks and

fear in our

communities.

Although it hasn't been

extremely frequent, this area

has seen some horrendous

murders, sexual assaults and

violent attacks in recent

years.  However uncommon

on a day to day basis it

might be, it's the sort of

thing that leaves vulnerable

people scared in their own

homes.   There are always

going to be a few unhinged

people in any society.

However the worst possible

outcome for that society is

that ordinary people's quali-

ty of life is ruined because

they are living in fear in

their own homes.

We need to look at why it is

that women don't feel safe

walking alone at the canal,

why 

elderly people are fright-

ened of knocks at the door

and why mothers won't let

their kids out to play.  There

are lots of things that can be

done to make our communi-

ties safer, and make people

feel more secure and at 

home.

Safer

Communities

If our streets are not safe to

walk at night because of

dark corners and places for

muggers to hide then we

need better street lighting.

If people are being burgled

at night because it's easy to

gain access to their home

then we need have invest-

ment aimed at improving

security.
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In Hamiltonhill and Cedar

Court tenement properties

still have wooden doors.

Close locks are often broken

and there are no security

cameras, and no concierge

on regular patrols.  In the

high flats at Cedar Court the

concierge service has vastly

improved the safety for ten-

ants, as well as allowing

older and more vulnerable

people peace of mind.

Hamiltonhill, Braid Square

and Raglan street/St

George's road would greatly

benefit from 24 hour

concierge, and the whole

area from proper secure

entry doors on every close

and landing in the district.

We would all benefit for

more adequate street light-

ing and better lighting for

stairwells such as those in

Braid Square.

Community

Patrols

We all know that we cannot

always count on the police

to be there on the beat. It's

high time that we organised

our own community safety

patrols.  Because of this

something that would

improve the safety of the

whole district, particularly

those areas like the canal,

which can be pretty isolat-

ed, is the addition of regular

community patrols of local

residents.  In Oxford local

residents have been running

their own community safety

patrols for some time, with

some success.

This would vastly increase

the visible amount of patrols

in the area and would

improve the safety of every-

one by letting potential

muggers and sex attackers

know that our community is

keeping a watchful eye out

for this kind of thing.

Something like this could

operate like an extended

neighbourhood watch

scheme, with suspi

cious incidents being logged

and reported, and it would

also avoid many of the pit-

falls present with the police

- kids are a lot less likely to

start bragging about getting

a dressng down from their

parents and members of the

local community than they

are about getting lifted by

the police.

If a scheme like this were to

be adopted it would also

mean that problem families

and individuals under cur-

few could be checked up on

a lot more effectively than

the police currently do.

It's our view that the com-

munity is far better

equipped to deal with and

understand the problems on

their own doorstep, and any

initiative taken should be

based on community needs

and decisions made by the

people who live there.

Complex social problems

are unlikely to be solved by

people who don't know the

issues, only spend a small

amount of their time here

and won't have to live with

the consequences of their

decisions.

It's time we  stood

up for ourselves!

CCCGCBB

This is our
community!

Your
Letters

The Burgh Team,

First of all, I would like to

say how successful the public

meeting on anti social behav-

iour was Tuesday 18 March.

Unfortunately, though many

people turned up at the meet-

ing, not a single

youth was present to express

their views on the matter of

which I feel

extremely disappointed espe-

cially as the MSYP for

Glasgow Maryhill.

At the next community council

meeting, I will be expressing

my

disappointment to the other

community councillors.

The public meeting of anti

social behaviour has been

arranged due to the

youths in the Braid Square area

so why have they not been

invited to express their views

on the matter? Have their voice

heard?

I hope you will understand the

importance of hearing young

people's voice and have it

acted upon. As the MSYP for

Glasgow Maryhill, I will con-

tinue to bear that in mind and

use it to work with young peo-

ple and organisations inthe

area of which I represent.

Best wishes

ALAN C. K. LEE MC MSYP

Member of the Scottish Youth

Parliament for Glasgow

Maryhill

Member of the Social Justice

Committee, Scottish Youth

Parliament

Woodside Community

Councillor

The
angel
says:

Thanks Alan!

At The Angel we agree,

it’s very important that

any strategy to combat

anti-social behaviour

engages with our young

people and takes

account of their needs.

Sadly it can be quite com-

mon for much of these

dicussions to take place

in a vacuum, where one

side of the argument

states that kids should be

penalised for causing dis-

ruption and the other says

that we should do things

for them, but neither side

has actually went out and

asked the kids what they

think, or what they want.

So to that end, and

because this edition of

The Angel is being pub-

lished to promote discus-

sion on these issues, we

have included some com-

ments from our kids in

their own words.

Got a point of view?

Want to comment?
Then write to the Angel

[ s e e  o u r  a d d r e s s

o n  t h e  b a c k p a g e ]

[Continued from page5]



An eight year long

campaign to save the

St. Augustine's football

pitchesin Milton,

Glasgow has finally

triumphed, with a

£2.4m investment

incommunity facilities.

Glasgow City Council's

Policy and Resources

Committee was expected

to approve plans for new

changing rooms, com-

munity centre, and

library on 18th April. 

Refurbished football

pitches and new rugbyp-

itches are also planned

for the site.  That should

mark an end to Council

attempts to sell the entire

site for private housing

development, first halted

by a public planning

inquiry.

John MacLean of the

local Save Our Pitches

group said that he was

driven to start the cam-

paign 8 years ago when

his young son watched

in horror as workmen

sawed down the set of

goalposts opposite his

house.  He said cam-

paigners were not

declaring final victory

until they see the full

details and timetable, but

that the announcement

was a vindication of the

hard work of all the

local campaigners, and

especially of Pat Curran,

Joe Kerr, Charlie

Traynor, and Alex

O'Kane. Most of all to

Pat Curran, who sadly

passed away before see-

ing the results her cam-

paigning helped achieve.

The swimming pool

demolished in 1998 will

remain as an outstanding

issue.

P
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olis pull us up for noth-

ing.  They search us for sit-

ting about. We walked

around the corner & they

videod us for absolutely

nothing!  If we stand about

somewhere they tell us to

clear the area & say if A

catch you here again A’ll

take you home! They tell us

to sit in someone's hoose but

oor mas & das don't want us

to sit in the hoose they want

peace.

Written by CONNOR =M=

DAZZA -D- P.T. BUT-

TONS! 

After receiving this

the Angel interviewed

these lads to find out

more:-

We can't go to

Breakthrough anymore.

We get chased by

Trossachs St. When we

went before we didn't get

chased when we were in

because of the Breakthrough

workers. When we came oot

they were all waiting for us

and we had to run.  We used

to go when we didn't fight.

If they want to stop fighting

we'll stop fighting them.

Used to go to the [Firhill

Sports] complex all the time

but because all the older

ones fighting there and that

we had to stop going there.

At wee St Joe's we went

there and they had a

Playstation and Connect 4

and all that.

They videoed us last week.

They said we matched the

description of people who'd

been drinking in the close.

They pulled us up and told

us "my colleague is going to

video you now. Tell us your

name and address."

WOODSIDE KIDS SPEAK OUT

VICTORY FOR COMMUNITY IN MILTON
Campaign Update

Poster designed by Kara

If you feel strongly about the kids campaign to
get a youth centre in the George’s Cross area

you can write to councillor Malik at:-

GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL, CITY

CHAMBERS, GEORGE SQUARE, GLASGOW,

G2 1DU.  

Or you can telephone him on:-
0 7 7 1 2  7 5 0 8 0 1  

[He gives his mobile number out freely for constituents to call]

Let the Angel know what you think today!

www.citystrolls.com
- - For your Glasgow
news and your views 



K I D S C O R N E R

About this paper
The Burgh Angel is run by local residents on a volun-

tary basis. We have no connection to the City Council or

the Housing.

We will print what we believe to be the truth and are

not afraid to offend if the truth needs to be told.

We would also welcome any comments or ideas you

might have.  When contacting us, please tell us whether

or not you want your name published in the Burgh Angel

- we will not identify you without your permission.

Email: theburghangel@gmail.com

Post:

The Burgh Angel

C/O George’s X Chalkboard

Woodside, Glasgow, G20  7PZ

2 1 8

7 4 3 1

1

6 7 8 5 9 2

5 6 8

3 9 1 4 8 6

7 2

2 7 9 5

Woodoku
Games

8 3 9 2 1 7 4 5 6

4 5 1 8 3 6 2 9 7

2 7 6 4 5 9 8 3 1

3 1 2 7 6 4 5 8 9

7 9 4 5 8 1 3 6 2

5 6 8 3 9 2 7 1 4

6 8 7 9 2 5 1 4 3

9 4 3 1 7 8 6 2 5

1 2 5 6 4 3 9 7 8

Here is the answer to

Woodoku from Issue 2

of The Burgh Angel.

News from Possilpark, Maryhill and WoodsideIssue 3 Page 8

DO YOU WANT TO FIGHT
FOR THIS COMMUNITY?

THE GEORGE’S X
CHALKBOARD

IS LOOKING FOR

VOLUNTEERS!

Call in today! 

WEDS - SUN [2-7PM]
34 C LARENDON PLACE

WWW.CHALKBOARD.ORG.UK


