
enny McLachlan,

late chairperson of

Maryhill Burgh Halls

Trust, had the last laugh

from beyond the grave,

when red faced council

bosses agreed to re-open

Maryhill’s popular Burgh

Halls and Swimming Baths.

A Council run swimming

pool, fitness suite, and

games hall will open 2008 –

according to secret docu-

ments seen by the Burgh

Angel.  Building work is

scheduled to start in 2006.

The main Burgh Hall is

planned to re-open 2009 –

weddings being the first

order of business.  The

main dance hall holds 200-

300 guests, and planning

officials believe this will

quickly become our areas

most sought after wedding

venue, fetching lets of up to

£400 per night.

Also planned are offices for

local firms and projects, a

cafי for local people with

garden area, recording stu-

dio and rehearsal space,

meeting rooms for use by

local groups, and a child

day care centre.

All this comes after 20

years of closure, when

council bosses swore the

halls and baths would never

be re-opened for ordinary

people to use.  Private prop-

erty developers were poised

to turn the buildings into

yuppie flats. But the local

peoples campaign has tri-

umphed in the end.

Maryhill was an independ-

ent Burgh until it became

part of the City Council in

1891, and the Burgh Halls –

built 1878 – was the centre

of Maryhill government.

Maryhill Burgh Halls

Trust is now running again

and welcomes new mem-

bers – to join, pay £1/year to

Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust,

c/o Hunter Reid, Cube HA,

70 Glenfinnan Road

Glasgow G20 8JX, Tel: 945

4726.

Kenny McLachlan,

founder of Maryhill Burgh

Trust is also famous for

leading the victorious ‘80s

teachers strike, as the

President of the EIS. He

was also a member of the

Communist Party and vol-

unteered for the Spanish

Civil War, though was

refused, being too young;

before serving as a para-

trooper during W.W.2.

ocal people have

opened the George's

X Chalkboard as a space

where people can talk

about and get involved in

improving our communi-

ty.

The group behind it want-

ed to emphasize that the

shop was a place that was

open for everyone to use

how they wanted, demo-

cratically. The shop is to

function as a community

centre for local people as

well as a meeting space

for local groups, such as

tenants' associations.

"There's a lot of develop-

ment that's going on at the

moment, with luxury flats

being built along the length

of the canal and it's not nec-

essarily something that peo-

ple in this area should wel-

come.  We've also seen

local youth centres shut,

community centres closed

or forced to 'become prof-

itable' and we've seen

social housing in many

places become run down

and, in my area for example

we've seen GHA budgetary

underspends of over 50%

when what's needed is a lot

of investment in our homes

and communities. I think

what we're seeing is the

opposite, and we want to

talk about these issues

because they're being

ignored by the politicians,

and they are affecting our

everyday lives." said Nick,
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LMaryhill Baths and Burgh Halls to Reopen In Gigantic Community Victory

New Social Centre for
Woodside and Maryhill
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Got any ideas or do you just want to send us a letter? See the address on the back page..
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High Flat Fiasco

eporters for the

Burgh Angel have

learned that GHA

attempted to prevent ten-

ants in the Cedar Court

flats from organizing,

since the local tenants

association there was set

up.

"They told us we had to

accept their constitution,

we had to have their offi-

cials present in all our

meetings and that we had

to accept the bounderies

they drew for us," the asso-

ciation's secretary told the

Angel.

Initially GHA prevented

tenants at Cedar from

accessing their own meet-

ing room and tenants facili-

ties. "We had to hold our

early meetings almost in

secret, because whenever

we tried to organize openly

the GHA would send rep-

resentatives along, or

would take down all our

publicity. We are not

allowed to use our own

facilities to say anything

critical of the GHA.

Initially we were forced to

meet in drying rooms

because there was nowhere

else we could meet."

In many ways what upset

tenants most was GHA's

lack of openess. Tenants in

block 65 of Cedar Court

had one of their lifts off

and broken for over 3

months before anyone liv-

ing in the area received any

explanation from GHA.

"We get these occasional

letters. The latest one from

our housing officer

Michelle Carrigan told us

we had to clean our closes

or she'll report us to such

and such authority. I mean,

yes, people not cleaning

the closes is a problem, and

it's kind of anti-social, but

at the same time so is leav-

ing a lift off for four and

half months and leaving

elderly people literally

housebound and not both-

ering to mention to tenants

why this is going on."

In the begining GHA

employees attended meet-

ings held by the association

and disrupted the discus-

sions of the fledgling asso-

ciation. The Burgh Angel

understands that GHA at

Queens Cross held meet-

ings on what to do about the

new association. When

asked whether or not she

R

a member of the group.

Moving on to discuss the

aims of the group, Nick

talked about "want[ing] to

provide a forum for dis-

cussing these issues as well

as providing services that

people in the area would

like to see that are generally

neglected."  The group also

emphasized the need for

getting people to cooperate

to take on issues like GHA

budgetary underspending in

the areas surrounding the

Chalkboard and of

"Council cutbacks" saying

that, unless we work togeth-

er, "we're not going to see

any real changes for the bet-

ter in our area."

The group isn't just about

issues. they also aim to

have fun too.  "We're keen

to see a St. George's Cross

summer party and we'd like

to get people in the area

together to organise the

kind of community events

that we used have much

more of," Nick said.

The George's X

Chalkboard is independent

of the council, GHA and all

political parties, and the

shop is staffed on a volun-

teer basis.  It took several

years to come to fruition but

group members are very

happy to have finally

brought the project together

The Chalkboard does not

receive funding from the

GHA or other authorities.

To find out more about the

Chalkboard or to read the

latest news why not give the

shop a ring on 0141 332

2902, take a look at our

website - www.chalk-

board.org.uk, or simply

drop by during our opening

hours, 2 - 7pm, 7 days. Tea

and coffee are provided!

...Continued from Page 1

New Social Centre for Woodside and Maryhill

Continued on Page 3...



t was quite a good

thing for all the kids

in the area [...] [T]hat was

the main place ye know.

Sometimes they maybe

went up to Possilpark or up

to Milton for certain things.

[But] naw it was for kids.  It

was for adults.  People

came fae all over, a lot of

people came in their cars

and aw that because there

was aikido and there was all

different things.”

These are the words of a

resident who has lived her

entire life in the area of

Hamiltonhill and North

Woodside. The area known

as Hamiltonhill in Possil is

well known for maybe

some of the wrong reasons.

Nearly 25% of the local

community claim the dole,

and it is well known that the

area suffers from the effects

of drugs and, I think, a fair

bit of Council neglect.  It is

vital in such communities

that there be decent facili-

ties for local people, which

give people something to

do and  allow meetings and

exchange of information

amongst members of that

community.  Communities

which don't talk to one

another don't work.

It used to be, in

Hamiltonhill that a commu-

nity centre was there which

allowed this sort of commu-

nication, but the council

closed it years ago, despite

its success and popularity.

Now there is nothing local-

ly. The area is often quiet

and people living there

don't know their neighbours

or socialise in the area in

any community events.

"[Y]ou had arts and crafts

ye had all the different

classes aal thew dancin for

all the kids in that, like on a

Monday, Friday nights [...]

Even the old buddies aw

missed it for their wee

groups and different things

like that and all the pension-

ers and that [...] So it was a

thing that aw the neigh-

bours aw kinna went to."

It needn't be this way how-

ever.  The Council recently

called for citizens to put

their views forward on what

they felt the funding priori-

ties of the council should

be. This is just another bit

of spin, coming as it does

"I
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Burgh Rant: Hamiltonhill and Canal

Continued on Page 5

thought this was true, a

member of the association

interviewed by the Angel

responded, "Yes I think

that's what happened. You

see we held a few meetings

and we discovered the

GHA lied to various tenants

interested in starting an

association for the area, that

they had been the only ten-

ants to express an interest.

When we started to organ-

ize outside of their control

they called some of us to

'the first meeting of the ten-

ants association."

From meetings with the

Tenants Association the

Angel understands that

there is a strong desire for

the association to maintain

its independence and to

bring in more people and

fight for tenants in the area.

"We're gonnae keep fight-

ing this, until we get what

we want. We want our basic

rights, our facilities, a much

greater say in what goes on

in the area, places for our

children to play. We want to

be kept informed on what

GHA are actually doing,

and we want a bit of

resepect. We're not morons

living in this area."

Cedar Tenants Association has asked the Angel to let

anyone interested in finding out more about the tenants

association, or get in contact with them to write to them

at:

George's X Chalkboard, 34 Clarendon Place, G20 7PZ

E-mail: cedar-tenants-association@hotmail.com

You can also keep up to date on what's going on with

Cedar Tenants Association by looking at their website:

www.cedar-tenants-association.blogspot.com/

Tenants Fight for Respect
Continued from Page 2

The sides of the Forth and Clyde Canal are quickly
being redeveloped as luxury apartments, to draw the
rich into the more central areas of Glasgow.



There’s a little street in Glasgow

At the top of Garscube Road,

That has bred some noble soldiers,

Worthy of a King’s abode.

The street is not a long one,

Just about six hundred feet,

But it’s turned out a man per foot -

The Men of Lyon Street.

Some of them were in the Seaforths,

In the Sweeps, or H.L.I.,

The Argylls and gallant Gordons :

In a foreign grave they lie.

Some are in the Forty Second,

Or the Borderers, so neat,

Camerons, Fusiliers, all fighters,

The Men of Lyon Street.

Some are serving in the Navy,

Royal Scots and R.F.A.;

Some are in the Royal Irish

Pushing Fritz right out the way.

One at least has gained the honour

Of commissioned rank complete,

And they won a score of medals, have

The Men of Lyon Street.

They have surely made a record,

Even in this record war,

And we ought to sound their praises

Over all the world afar.

They have nobly done their duty,

Those men who can’t be beat,

Who are worthy of all honour,

The Men of Lyon Street.

R.F. Morrison

new local campaign

group has started, to

work towards investment

in Wester Common, a

small parkland bordering

the canal at Hamiltonhill.

Friends of Wester

Common, as the group is

now known, got together

over concerns that the

Government and Council

were letting the Common

slip into dereliction while

they pump several million

pounds into the lavish

Botanic Gardens.

Traditionally a common is

a piece of land not owned

anyone.  The Angel is

aware that Wester Common

dates back at least as far as

1560, where it is pictured in

a map of the city of

Glasgow.  But now the new

association fears that the

council has plans to devel-

op the land, which has

remained relatively

unscathed despite 200 years

of the Burgh's industrial

history. “We are setting up

this group, because we feel

that unless something is

done, the whole area is

liable to end up as luxury

flats,” said Jack, a member

of the group, and a resident

in the area.

The Association is also

quick to point out that the

land has received no invest-

ment, in recent history, and

has been allowed to become

an unofficial dumping site.

“It's a complete mess, the

area is literally overgrown

with

Japanese Knotweed, tin-

cans and tyres, but it could

be so much more,” says

Jack. “There has been over

8 million pounds worth of

investments in the Botanic

Gardens, and now they're

proposing to spend another

2.7 million so that the West

End can have a visitor cen-

tre there. When are they

gonna invest in our park?”

But the association is not

just interested in correcting

funding imbalances, they

want local people to  be

involved in the creation of

an alternative vision for the

park.  The association plans

on speaking to local resi-

dents in a variety of ways

and asking them their

views. “It's about speaking

to people.  The council is

not interested in areas like

H a m i l t o n h i l l ,

Westercommon and Possil.

If they ever bothered to ask

the locals their views, or

cared about the area they

wouldn't have allowed

Westercommon to become

a waste ground in an area

devoid of decent leisure

facilities.  We want to hold

conversations with other

locals who are interested in

this, and we want to involve

the wider community as

well in seeing what our

needs are,” Jack explained.

Those wishing to get in

contact with Friends of

Westercommon can get in

touch care of:

George's X Chalkboard

34 Clarendon Place

0141 332 2902

mail@chalkboard.org.uk

Interested members of the

public can also view maps,

images and photographs of

Westercommon at the

Chalkboard, where they are

on display.

Outrage at Parks Misspending

A

Wester Common has become an untended wilderness.

The Men of Lyon Street
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yon street produced a

large number of sol-

diers who battled promi-

nantly during the Great

War. While looking back

today we would be very

naive not to accept that the

horrors of the trenches and

battlefields of the continent

were a senseless waste of

human life and that "Fritz"

probably had a lot more in

common with the men on

"our" side of the trenches it

was a very momentous

period in our community's

history. A plaque was

erected by local people in

order to commemorate

Page 4
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after the major budgetary

decisions for the next peri-

od have already been taken

(for instance the decision to

axe 60 schools across the

city and increase the class

sizes of weans in

Glaswegian schools). But

let's take them at face value

for the sake of argument.

Why doesn't the council

spend some of its billion or

so quid on getting decent

facilities for Hamiltonhill?

After all it can be shown we

need it here. The area has

spiralling heroin problems,

nowhere for children to

play or adults to meet up

and discuss things, and a

large jobless population

who would benefit from

having something to do

during the day and afford-

able leisure facilities. 

There are lots spare chunks

of land in the area that could

be put to use for our benefit,

and it seems in geographi-

cal location it would be sen-

sible to have such a facility

in a natural meeting place

or public way, such as

where the old centre was

located - a patch of waste

ground surrounded by a

hedge on the way into

Hamiltonhill.

There is a building that

would do the job there too,

and it's owned by a public

company (ISIS – who are a

semi-private development

arm of British Waterways).

It is a beautiful grade B list-

ed building that dates from

Georgian times, it's known

to history as 'Canal house'

and to locals as an old taxi

depot, or 'the white house.'

Also the building in ques-

tion risks falling down and

having to be demolished

(which was what British

Waterways actually wanted

to do with it after it had a

fire during its last incarna-

tion as a taxi depot – until it

had a last minute listed

building order slapped on it

that is. Currently ISIS's

grand plans seem to be to

turn the house into yuppie

flats, which locals neither

want nor need, and which

will be too expensive for

them to buy anyway.

Hamiltonhill should get its

community centre back,

and some of money should

be spent on facilities for

areas that really need them

like Hamiltonhill, and not

wasted on posh vanity proj-

ects in the West End, or

down the Clyde. It's also

not good enough just to

erect a building and say that

this building is going to do

this and that thing, there

needs to be the same level

of concern for detail and

quality as could be expect-

ed in flagship projects else-

where; the community

needs to be properly

involved in the process if

this is to happen, and we

have in Canal House a real-

ly good opportunity for a

genuinely worthwhile proj-

ect that could lend some

direction to the

Hamiltonhill community.  

It's an opportunity however

that currently is being wast-

ed so that the dreams of

idiots can be written onto

the landscape and the peo-

ple and the people who live

here are being ignored.

Continued from Page 3
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Hamiltonhill Community Centre
those men of Lyon street,

which for their bravery

earned more medals than

any other single street in

the British empire, as well

as suffering more casual-

ties.  In some cases whole

families were wiped out.  

Recently efforts have been

underway to recover this

plaque, which was entirely

constructed by locals when

these men's respective regi-

ments failed to recognize

the sacrifice that had been

made by this one street in

Woodside.  Since the origi-

nal has not been found

after years of searching a

new plaque based on the

original, has been commis-

sioned and as we go to

press a ceremony has taken

place at st. Joseph's School

to officially unveil it to the

community.

Remembering the Men of Lyon Street
From Page 4

Burgh Shorts: Maryhill Matters
uthrie Hutton, author of Maryhill Matters and

local expert on the history of our community, gave

a talk on his specialist subject of the history of Maryhill

and the Forth and Clyde Canal at Community Central Hall.  

The event took place on Thursday the 10th November and

was in aid of Maryhill Community Central Hall,

Glasgow's busiest community centre.  

Wine, soft drinks and savouries were served, and after a

talk lasting about 45 minutes Guthrie answered questions

before signing copies of his book Bygone Maryhill, pub-

lished this year.

G

Community Crossword

Across:

2 Another word for a messen-

ger

7 Many men from Lyon Street

became this type of soldier

8 ______ apartments are

going up everywhere

Down:

1 _______ and four makes up

the number of this controver-

sial M road

3 The _______ page is the

next page

4 Forth and Clyde _____

5 A nearby city

6 A new book called ______

Maryhill has been published
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We are local people like yourselves – but fed up with the lack of progress.

We have started this newsletter to push for change.

We receive no funding from Glasgow City Council or other public bodies.

Let us know what you want us to write about.

Let us know what is happening in your area.

• Is anti social behaviour dealt with properly?

• Are there enough facilities for local youth?

• Is Glasgow Housing Association delivering?

• Is Queens Cross Housing Association delivering?

• Should this paper be called the Burgh Angel, or something else?

All communication will be treated in strictest confidence. – if you are ok with being identified by name please

say so, otherwise we will keep everything absolutely confidential.

We are not afraid to print the truth,  no matter who we offend.

This is your local newsletter – so let us know what you think.

Contact us through: St. George’s Cross Chalkboard, 34 Clarendon Place, G20 7PZ, Tel: 332 2902.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU WANT FOR OUR AREA.

Your Letters Here
If there is something that you want to see other people

reading about, that concerns this community, write to The

Burgh Angel about it!

Woodoku

The answer to this sukodu puzzle will be in the next issue

of The Burgh Angel.

The Burgh Angel

C/O George’s X Chalkboard

34 Clarendon Place

Near St. George’s Cross

GLASGOW

G20 7PZ Email: burgh.angel@gmail.com


